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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 AMMAN 01658 230950Z 
ACTION SNM-02 

INFO OCT-OI NEA-IO 10-13 ISO-00 AGRE-00 IGA-02 AID-05 
MED-03 DODE-00 DEAE-00 CIAE-00 INR-07 JUSE-00 
NSAE-00 TRSE-00 USIA-15 NSC-05 OES-06 OMB-OI 
HEW-06 L-03 H-02 /08I W 

230953Z 052219/22 

P 230738Z MAR 77 
FM AMEMBASSY AMMAN 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 1018 
INFO: RUFHGV/USMISSION GENEVA 

UNCLAS AMMAN 1658 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SNAR, JO 

SUBJECT: CONGRESSIONAL HEARINGS ON DECRIMINALIZATION OF MARIHUANA 

REF: STATE 057902 

1. JORDANIAN NARCOTICS LAW (1955, AMENDED 1973) DOES NOT 
DISTINGUISH BETWEEN TYPES OF DRUGS. THUS, PENELTIES OUTLINED BELOW 
APPLY TO ' ALL INTOXICATING DRUGS-HERION, OPIUM, HASHISH, COCAINE, 

AND OTHERS." GOJ AUTHORITIES CONFIRM THAT IN PRACTICE AS WELL, NO 
DISTINCITION IS MADE BETWEEN MARIHUANA AND OTHER DURGS. 

2. PENELTIES: 

A. IMPORT, EXPORT, OR MANUFACURE: LIFE IMPRISONMENT, 

PLUS FINE OF 3-5,000 JORDANIAN DINARS (US$9-15,000); 

B. IN-COUNTRY MERCHANDISING, OR OPERATING AN ESTABLISHMENT 
IN WHICH DRUS IS CONSUMED; NOT LESS THAN 

10 YEARS' HARD LABOR, PLUS FINE OF 1-3,000 JD (US$3-9,000); 

C. TRANSPORTING: IMPRISONMENT FOR NOT LESS THAN 2 YEARS; 

D. USE: IMPRISONMENT FOR NOT LESS THAN 6 
MONTHS, PLUS FINE OF 50-200 JD (US$150-600). 

UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 AMMAN 01658 230950Z 

3. LOCAL USE OF HASHISH AND MARJUANA IS VIRTUALLY 
NIL, ALTHOUGH JORDAN IS USED AS TRAFFICKING ROUTE 
TO OTHER MIDDLE EAST POINTS. THUS, QUESTION OF 
STRICTNESS WITH WHICH LAWS PERTAINING TO USE ARE 
APPLIED IS ALMOST ACADEMIC. ONE VIOLATORS ARE APPREHENDED 
AND CONVICTED, PENALTIES FOR TRAFFICKING APPEAR 

TO BE FARILY STRICTLY APPLIED. 
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